
31st of July 2017 

To Whom It Concerns, 

Letter of Reference for Ngiam Ling Li Vivian 

 

I am writing in support of Ngiam Ling Li Vivian’s application for an exchange programme 

organised by the NUS Overseas College. I have had the privilege of being a lecturer for 

Vivian’s module, Writing Academically: Arts and Social Sciences, which is an intensive 

research and writing course that was conducted between January to April 2017. Vivian displays 

much interpersonal maturity and has distinguished herself academically throughout the 

teaching semester. She is, to my mind, a highly suitable candidate for this programme.  

The academic writing module that I teach aims to sharpen a student’s ability to evaluate and 

criticise academic material as well as to conduct independent research. I am happy to report 

that Vivian has demonstrated both these skills to a high level of proficiency throughout the 

semester. She worked diligently through the numerous rounds of revisions for her final research 

paper that was on the topic of the use of social media for natural disaster relief. Despite the 

apparent straight-forwardness of her essay topic, Vivian was able to carve an interesting thesis 

and, more importantly, defend this in a water-tight manner that showcases her intellectual 

acuteness.  

In the classroom, Vivian contributes much to the discussion with her sharp questions and well-

considered responses: both of which clearly display Vivian’s extraordinary diligence, 

independence of thought and her sincere wish to engage with the other students in the class. 

Needless to say, Vivian performed exceptionally well for this module.       

It is also obvious that Vivian’s academic success is not confined to the module that I offer. 

Outside of the classroom, Vivian occupies positions of leadership in numerous student-run 

societies and projects; Vivian is also an active contributor to publications on the local artistic 

landscape. All these endeavours show that Vivian is deeply interested in contributing to the 

spheres of community around her and, indeed, has the ability to succeed in doing so.     

An exchange programme such as this will doubtless be an invaluable experience for Vivian to 

develop her entrepreneurial spirit; I strongly recommend her with no reservations. Please do 

not hesitate to contact me if you may need further information about the candidate.   
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